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Each project has unique characteristics that require careful consideration. This Position 
Statement discusses responsibilities that can help to prevent common installation and 
performance problems. It is strongly recommended that this issue be discussed at the pre-
construction meeting. 

The supply of incorrect, inadequate or incompatible concrete materials can create a 
variety of installation and performance problems. It is essential that the concrete 
materials meet specified requirements, minimum CSA A23.1 requirements to achieve  
good performance as a concrete floor.  
 
Sustainable cementitious materials evolutions require consideration of changes to 
plastic setting and hardened performance properties. A site mock-up sample including 
CSA A23.2 24C Concrete Materials Prequalification Testing should be specified for all 
Table 5 Alternative 1 Performance mixes.   
 
The Purchasing of concrete materials must include consideration of ordering, delivery, 
receiving, signaling, monitoring & verifying that the correct concrete mix is supplied 
and placed in the correct location.  
 
The concrete purchaser shall be responsible to: 

1. Review the concrete mix design submission for compliance with Project Drawings & 
Specifications, the CSA A23.1 Standard and any other governing contractual 
requirements.  

2. Review the concrete mix design submission for compliance with minimum 
requirements of CSA A23.1. Review all mix design notes, terms & conditions.  

3. Review considerations relating to the methods of construction including ambient 
temperatures, wind, workability, concrete placing, air contents, finishability, 
surface tolerances, specialty materials, surface curing & jointing filling.  

4. Include the costs of all admixtures & concrete mix fees excepting hot or cold 
temperature related additives, admixtures and ready-mixed concrete winter heat 
costs which are a seasonal site-specific consideration.    

5. Order and receive the approved concrete mix including review of delivery slips and 
providing a signaler for the safe flow of concrete truck vehicular traffic.  

6. The concrete purchaser must monitor concrete slump workability and site 
modifications by the concrete producer.  
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7. Ensure that the concrete materials delivery rate is consistent. Order the final balance load to 
complete the placement without cold joints or overtime waiting costs. 

8. Washout trucks in the designated area.  

 

Position Statement:  

1. The concrete floor contractor will not accept any liability or responsibility for defects or repair costs 
resulting from concrete materials supplied by others that fail to comply with the Project 
Specification, the CSA A23.1 Table 1 Class of Exposure, and all other applicable standards or 
governing contractual requirements.  

2. Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary or any other written or oral representation, the 
concrete floor trade contractor shall not be held liable for any damages, liabilities, or costs arising 
out of or in connection with the supply of incorrect, inadequate, or incompatible concrete materials 
supplied by others (eg: cold joints, plastic shrinkage cracking, bumpy surfaces, delaminations, 
scaling etc.).  

3. Labour overtime costs associated with concrete materials delivery delays shall be the responsibility 
of the Concrete Purchaser.  

 

References: 

1. Project Plans & Specifications.  
2. Ready Mixed Concrete Materials Mix Design and Delivery Slips.   
3. Canadian Standard CSA A23.1-2024 “Concrete materials and methods of concrete construction”. 
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