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Granular bases for slabs on ground
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Each project has unique characteristics that require careful consideration. This Position
Statement discusses responsibilities that can help to prevent common installation and
performance problems. It is strongly recommended that this issue be discussed at the pre-
construction meeting.

Granular bases provide essential support to concrete slabs on ground. The elevation
of the granular base must be carefully controlled to create uniform slab thickness
performance.

The Canadian Standard CSA A23.1-2024 states that a granular base shall be level to
within +/- 10mm of the bottom of slab elevation.

Prior to ordering a concrete placement, the General Contractor shall be responsible:

1. To ensure that the elevation of the granular base is within +/10mm.

2. For any testing, inspection or acceptance of the granular base compaction.

3. To make any corrections to the granular base elevations as may be necessary
due to concrete delivery vehicles or other concrete placing equipment.

The concrete floor contractor will notify the General Contractors field
representative of variations in the granular base elevations if observed.

Position Statement:

1. Once a concrete floor placement has started, all costs associated with
cancelling or delaying the placement due to unacceptable granular base
conditions or elevations, shall be the responsibility of the customer.

2. The concrete floor contractor shall not be responsible for any liability or
costs associated with variations in slab thickness due to variations in granular
base elevations.

Reference:

e Canadian Standard CSA A23.1-2024 “Concrete materials and methods of
Concrete Construction”.
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