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It is impossible to
write a newsletter in
these times without
discussing the eco-
noniic challenges
faced by millions of
Canadians who are
struggling to find work,
to feed their families
or protect their retire-
mernt. In this regard,
the CFCA made dona-
tions in December to
the United Way Hamil-
ton and Chi
Societies across On-
tario.

Businesses too are
facing the seemingly
impossible task of
maintaining customer
services while keeping
operating costs below
falling prices.
Economic forecasts
are changing almost
weeklyd simply con-
firming the fact that
the only thing that is

Uncertain Times

certain about the fu-
ture, isthatitis un-
certain. On the up
side, if one can be
that daring, the major
banks have agreed
on a consensus fore-
cast for 1.4% growth
in Ontario GDP in
2010 (Ontario is fore-
cast ati 2.5% GDP in
2009).
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Despite these great
declines, we are ex-
tremely fortunate to
live in Canada,
which has been far
more stable than
many other countries
around the World. A
recent article in the
Economist stated
that one billion peo-
ple worldwide were
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on the brink of starva-
tion. We hope that our
leaders can separate
their political interests
from the greater need
to help our society re-
main strong.

While navigating the
storm, it is important to
remain positive. Nega-
tivity can increase
stress levels signifi-
cantly and has the
power to extend the
recession too.

We must be deter-
mined to keep moving
forward, to work to-
gether, to help each
other, to
do innovate and con-
tinue to lead the indus-
try by producing high
quality work in a safe
manner.

On behalf of the entire
industry, we thank our
customers for their
continuing support and
remain ready to assist
you.
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Yours truly,
Geoff Kinney
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CSA A23.1 2009 On The Way !

The new 2009 version of CSA
A23.1 Concrete Materials and
Methods of Concrete Construc-
tion is set for publication at the
end of this year replacing the
2004 version. It includes a num-
ber of changes designed to im-
prove quality and promote per-
formance innovation and sustain-
ability.

Of significant importance to the
concrete flooring industry is the
inclusion of a new standardized
concrete mix for interior floors.

This mix is based upon a maxi-

mum water:cement ratio of 0.55.
It is intended that this cement
paste ratio that will help to reduce
variability and standardize expec-
tations for concrete floors across
Canada.

Also included in this new stan-

dard is the requirement to supply

a ACertificate of
and ATest
with ASTM A820 for steel fibres.

There are many changes to this
mandatory standard which will be
on sale at the end of the year.
CSA LINK

Hardener Application Rates

Dry shake aggregate hardeners are
commonly used to increase the wear
resistance of exposed floor surfaces.
They can also be pigmented as well
to add ambiance and energy saving
light reflectivity.

The specification of application rates
vary depending upon the degree or
wear resistance desired. These rates
can also vary throughout a building

such that dock areas can have a 5 or
7 kg application rates, while lighter
trafficked areas can receive a 3 kg
application rate.

Coloured dry shakes must be ap-
plied at an application rate of 7
kgs/m2.

[MORE]
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http://www.shopcsa.ca/onlinestore/GetCatalogDrillDown.asp?Parent=1602
http://www.concretefloors.ca/hard.htm
http://www.concretefloors.ca/hard.htm
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Steel Fibres turn 25!

2009 marks the 25th anniversary of the intro-
duction of steel fibre reinforcing to Canada
by CFCAO members. Steel fibres had been
used in Europe for a number of years but
had yet to make its way to North America in
the mid 19800s.

The immediate benefits of this
technology were revolution-
aryd concrete floor contractors
could finally become involved in
the design of floors and de-
velop better floor solutions for
owners.

Steel fibre design is based on advanced load

testing that permits computerized design with

a multitude of variables.

Steel fibres are practical. They are simply
added on to the concrete mixers on site, are

easily inspected and require no installation
time on a project schedule.

Steel fibre floors are tough and simply out-
perform conventional concrete by changing it
from a brittle material into a ductile materiald
meaning more load capacity with
less cracking.

economical that other floor designs
offering both savings and better
performance.

A quarter of a century later, steel
fibres continue to dominate the in-
dustrial and commercial marketplace across
Canada and the USA.

[MORE]

Concrete Floor Association Evolution

Since its incorporation by a small group
of Toronto based concrete floor contrac-
tors i n t hetheGonciete
Floor Contractors Association of Toronto
(now Ontario) has grown from its original
roots to become a full-service trade con-
tractors association offering many differ-
ent services to its members and support
services to specifiers.

The CFCAO is also a Minister of Labour
designated employer labour relations
representative for all cement finishing
employers across Ontario.

Over the past year there has been con-
siderable discussion about the need to
separate these functions into two organi-
zations in order to permit all Ontario sig-
natory trade contractors to fully enjoy the

benefits of their labour relations associa-
tion and to formulate a national plan for

1 Qurbrdes. |

This evolution is an exciting step forward
with the great hope for a sound future for
us all.



http://www.concretefloors.ca/fibre.htm

